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{   From  the: 

U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

lil  ?HIS  ISSI3: 


April  12,  19^6 


RADIO  SERVICE 

John  Baker,  Chief 


Starvation  in  Europe 
April  1  Crop  Heport 
'•■n.icat  PurcMso  PIpji 


JSC  Connittce  to  MoGt 
Big  YFV  Donand 
Dairy  Look-ahead 


SgARYATIOlT  HAITGS  07SR  EUHOPB  : 

?ron  Europe,,  Hoover  and  USDA's  j^itzgerald  ca"bled  to  PSC  part  of  the  "back- 
gro-ond  on  Davis'  policy  declaration: 

Unless  i?3C  program  realized,  ^iddespread  starvation  next  3  i^^onths  is  inevi- 

tatlee 

They  filled  in  picture  on  U  more  countries  visited,  including: 

Poland  -  1700  calorie-   rations. .» (U, S,  ra.tion  is  over  3300  calories).  May 
have  to  eat  consideralale  amount  of  grain  intended  for  spring  seeding, 

Czecho.  -  1700  calorie  rations, 'oread  ration  reduced, .,  cereals  on  hand  and 
in  sight  yrill  last  until  a"bout  mid-Hay,    Hew  crop  not  availalDle  until  mid-August* 

In  one  country,  infa.nt  mortality  is  25  percent,     ^'^n  all  of  them,  tuhorculor 
sis  is  spreading  rapidly. 

(See  enclosure)  '  ' 

cap?  CTORT  Bl'COUBAGIlIQ-,  BUT,  , , . 

The  April  1  crop  report  "brought  some  encouragement.     Secretary  Anderson 
pointed  out  that  "v/heat  stocks  on  farms  April  1  shov/s  that  the  v/heat  situation  is 
not  so  tight  as  some  had  feared,"    He  cited  stocks  of  20H  million  "bushels, ., only 
3^  million  "below  same  date  last  year, .  and  3I  million  more  than  the  1935-^^  April 
average.    He  comjnented  further  that  the  forecast  of  a  record  vrLnter  vrheat  crpp 
(S31  i^llion  or  SO  mdllion  higher  than  Deccml)er  1  esfina-tc)  makes  it  possi"ble  to 
work  towa,rd  small  carry-over  on  July  1,  if  necessary  to  meet  the  export  goal» 

^'rom  the  estimate  of  the  total  situation  (on  "basis  of  information  not  avail- 
a"ble),  looks  as  if  "v/e  can  reach  out  goal  of  225  million  "bushels  x^hcat  exports 
for  first  6  m.cnths  of  '^6," 
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CROP  ISPOHT  ElvTCOIRa.&IHG,  BUT, . , ,  COITT 'D 

iloto,  hov/ever,  that  the  Secretary  added: 

"To  do  it  (reach  export  gpals),  we. will  have  to  follow  through  fully  on  all 
conservation  steps,"    He  nentioned  saving  TDread  and  feed,  higher  milling  extrac- 
tion ratOi  prohilDiting  wheat  use  in  "beer, 

"^I'^e  inust  carry  out  all  these  conservo-tion  steps  vigorously  in  order  to 
reach  our  export  goals.     To  do  less  i^rould  "be  unthirikahle  in  the  present  world 
food  crisis." 

V/EEAT  PURCHASE  PLAIT 

The  v;heat  purchase  plan  announced  lo.st  week  is  ahout  ready  to  "begin  rolling 
as  part  of  the  program  to  get  all  possi'ble  v/heat  of f 'farms.  This  week,  the  Pield 
Service  Branch  started  for\\rarding  administrative  forms  to  State  offices. 

In  v;heat  States,  RED^s  may  "be  a"ble  to  line  up  State  ^'^^^  administrators  for 
report  on  situation  and  program  to  move  wheat, 

BAE's  April  1  crop  report  gives  state  "by  state  wheat  on  farms, 

PEC  COIuIITTEE  TIEETS  TUESDAY 

The  Pamine  Energoncy  Committee ^i s  scheduled "to  meet  again  Tuesday  (l6th) 
p.m,  at  ^%ite  House, 

STEPS  TO  Il5ET  POOD  PATS  AI^D  OILS  CRISIS 

Anderson  told  other  ncations  with  relatisrely."  high  consumption  of  fats  and 
oils:     Ue'll  red-uce  even  further  on  use  of  fats  and  oils  to  provide  more  for 
"UtniRA  if  you  will  too.    He  suggested  specifically,  red-u,Ging  year-end  stocks,  and 
eating  less. 

The  Secretary's  appeal  went  to  Unit-ed  Kingdom,  Australia,  ^'^ew  Zealand, 
Belgi-ujn,  the  Uetherlands,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Argentina,  Canada,  Brazil, 

*  - 

Meanvrhile,  USDA  tighten  up' on  industrial 'use  of  cotton  seed,  peanut,  soy- 
"bean,  and  corn  oil  "by  limiting  inventories  and  amount  used, 

BIG  YULR  POR  VICTORY  VOLUIJTSERS.     ,        ■  ;  ^  ^^.^^  :'\/:'[''',^r^'^  '  "./'  '  '  '  ' 


Prelim.inary  reports  indicate  Victory— Parm- Volunteer  demand  this  year  as 
heavy  as  last,,, if  not  heavier,    .Str-aws-in-wind:     Oregon- .(with  platoons  of  30 
with  supervisor)  reports  demand  heavier  than  If^-st'  year.     So  does  South  Carolina, 
"Orders"  picking  up  in  California,    Heavier,  demand; In  Hew  York  'City  for  "boys  to 
"live  in"  vrith  farm  families. 

Explanation  here  is  that  demand  due  to  farmer  satisfaction  in  pc-st  years,,, 
farmers  find  VPV's  more  accept -"ble.     In  small  towns  where  school  out  Hay  1, 
farmers  must  place  orders  now, ., "boys  and  girls  must  enlist  now. 
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A  L00g-AIS:!AD  11  DAIRYING 

At  Boston  April  11,  Secretary  Anderson  traced  the  "long  way"-  dairying  has 
come,, .looked  aliead  a,  l:it! 

...Milk  production  oefore  war  averaged  105  "billion  l"bs..,in  19^5»  more 
than  122  'oillion, 

•  .,3>|j.ring  war,  G-overnment  stimulated  production  during  flush  season,  ..in 
peace  time,  extreme  spread  'oetween  high  ajad  low  production,  ujieconomic. .  .must  plan, 
for  staDle,  year-round  production  sched-uJ.e, 

...^•'•nrien  can  safely  eliminate  suhsidies  and  ceilings,  price  patterns  vdll 
change.,  "^'.'e  have  "been  discussing  with  OPA,  ..fairer  return  to  dairy  farmers  v/ith- 
out  endangering  present  hold-the-line  cost  of  living  policies."  . 

...Part  of  "by-pro6.uct  market  (formerly  important  in  livestock  feeding) 
replaced  "by  vegeta"ble  .su"bstitutes,     Dou'btful  whether  dairy  farmers  can  completely 
regain  this  market.    Means  emphasis  on  high  volume  of  fluid  milk  sales  to  fillip, 

...If  "breed  25  percent  of'  covrs  to  proved  sires  (now  possi'ble  through  arti- 
ficial insemination)  can  increase  production  per  cow  more  in  next  10  years  than 
in  past  century. 

...In  experimental  stage  is  technique  to  select  future  high  producers  v;hile 
animals  young. ..  thus  eliminate  waste  of  raising  unprof  ita-lDle  heifers,  (ilote: 
Anderson  referring  to  several  years  v.^ork  on  USIA's  Beltsville  herd, ,  .Ihiring  a"bout 
first  year,  udder  goes  through  definite  stages  in  shape  and  size.     Some  heifers 
two  m.onths  "behind  average,  some  ahead.    Heifers  in  top  3  grades  of  scoring  plan 
at  ^  months  old  produced  (as  cows)  ahout  U,000  l"bs.  more  milk  than  those  in  "bottor 
3  grades,    Hope  to  try  out  plan  in  field  in  near  future,-    Until  then,  not  recom- 
mending that  dairjTien  cull  on  that  "basis.) 

(See  enclosure)  , 

IIESD  HOBS  GUM  li^YAL  STOIGS  "  • 

USDA  calls  attention  to  increased  demand  for  gam  naval  stores, , .urges 
turpentine  tim'oer  owners  to  vrork  out  their  long-leaf  and  slash  pines  for  turpen- 
tine and  rosin  "before  harvesting  the  trees  for  lum"ber,  pulpvrood  and  forest  pro- 
ducts. 

Meanwhile,  CCC  arjiounccs  suroport  loajis  to  producer— mcm"bcrs  of  Anerican  Tur- 
pentine Parmers  Association  Co-op  at  Va.ldosta,,  Georgia,  who  comply  with  19^6 
Haval  Stores  Conservation  Program,    Loans  cq.ual  90  percent  of  March  15  ('^6)parity 
...range  from  $3,99  for  Grade  G  to  $U,75  for  Grade  X, 
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GPASS  AilD  HAY  TO  M3ET  PROTEIiT  SHORTAGE   

■^n  the  face  of  limited  supplies  of  feed  concentrates,  Secretary  Anderson 
\xrgcd  farmers  to  nake  laottGr  use  of  pasture  and  roughage  to  maintain  milk  pro- 
duction, *.,... 

Covrs  normally  get  two- thirds  of  nutrients  from  roughage  such  as  grass  and 
hay,»,can  well  use  higher  percentage.     Secretary  urges  farmers  to  make  full  use 
of '  availalslG  conservation  payments  for  pa.sture  improvement,  line  and_ pho sphate , 
etc*"  ■  Imuortant  thing  is  to  rmkc  plo.ns  early  for  po-sture,  hay,  supplementary, 
emergency  crops,  ■  ■  ,  ■ 

With  protein  short,  USDA  dairy  specialists  urge  farm.ers  to  sayc^more  of  the 
protein  in  hay  crops.     Can  get  10--  to  15  percent  more  protein  "by  harvesting  le- 
gume hays  in  quarter- "bloom  sta.ge,,,and  grass  hays  in  early-head  stage,.. At  Sclts- 
ville,  alfalfa  put  up  as  silage  (rather  than  curing)  provided  12  percent  more 
protein  an  acre,     (This  true  even  under  good  haying  conditions),,.  Tests  under 
ws.y  indiccate  cows  produce  more  milk  on  alfalfa  silage  than  on  average  good  qual- 
ity alfalfa  hay.    But,  whether  put  up  as  silage  or  hay,  early  cutting  will  cna"ble 
dairy  farmers  to  meet  protein  shortage  to  large  extent, 

*nilk  production  currently  2  or  3  percent  under  last  year... and  short  of 
'^4-6  goal.     Cows  producing  at  all-time  high  for  this  time  of  year.     Big  reason  for 
milk  decline  is  fcv/er  cows,    Enphasis  on  pasture  and  roughage  designed  to  avoid 
reductions  due  to  feed  shortage4 

JOE  TOinaH  KSP05TS  ,  . 

Our  Joe  Tonliin,   just  "b^ack  from  a  field  trip  to  Kentucky  and  Indiana,  report' 
that  ^^oy  Himt  in  charge  of  radio  at  the  University  of  Kontuckj'-  plans  to  inaugurat' 
0-  syndicated  transcription  service  to  stations  in  the  Blue  Grass  state  in  the 
near  future.     The  University's  JT^'I  station  and  general  radio  studios  now  occupy 
the  entire  third  floor  of  Uc^oy  Hcall,  formerly  the  college  commons,     Erank  Cooley 
,  ,.farn  director  at  ^•ffiAS,  -'-'ouisville,  picks  up  two  four-minute  "broadcasts  from 
these  studios  on  his  daily  farm  "broadcast, 

■J'oe  held  three  Radio  Clinics  for  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Stn.tion  per- 
sonnel at  Purdue  University  and  one  Radio  School  for  County  Agents  at  Indianapo- 
lis,    The  school  vras  part  of  the  long  range  plan  for  County  Agent  participation 
in  the  new  Sijjriclay  morning  farm  show  over  WI3C,     Jin  Miles,  man,ager  of  ^'iTOAA,  Pur- 
due has  joined  forces  vdth  Glenn  Sample  of  the  Indiana  Earn  Bureau  in  supplying 
authentic  square  dance  music  for  older  youth  groups  in  the  .state,    Jim  vdll  m.-^ko 
the  transcriptions  -^'t  ''-fBAA,   ship  the  "master"  east  for  pressings,  Earm  Bureau 
will  foot  the  iDill  and  the  youngsters  will  get  their  square  dance  music  discs 
free. 


"33;.  ??ZSS  BiHZJS; 

Heat  Production  Under  j  oderal  Ins-oection  'v'oGk  Ended  April  6  —  2^5  nillion 
po-unds,  .,5  percent  Djader  preceding  week6..S  percent  under  corresponding  v/eek  last 
year, ,  ,?ederally-inspectod  slaughter  compared  v/ith  sane  vrook  year  a,£:e;     cattle  - 
26  percent  TdcIov/.  .« sheep  and  l-^jnos  -  51,000  hOad  alDovc  the  355>000  in  ,;ho^s- 
16  percent  p-lDove. 

Partial  Preniuii  for  Partial  Ctq-q  Insurg^ice  Protection  —  still  includes  2 
levels  covering  either  50  percent  or  75  percent  of  farn's  average  yield. Also 
provides  farmer  can  talce  bO,  70,  80,  or  30  percent  of  either  plan.    Por  'U6, 
applies  to  cotton,   spring  vrheat,  flaxo     Sinilar  plan  for  expcrinental  crops,  corn, 
tolDaccoo     (USm  Clip  sheet  h/lk/kG) 

^"^  State  Agricultural  Sxpcrinent  Stations^  Contri"bution  to  '•Irx-line  —  pro- 
duction pro"blens  given  in  19^+5  report  of  Office  of  Sxperinent  Stcations, 

ESA  A-p^roves  Lonns  of  $1,  6*^71  '500  to  10  3orrov;crs  in  £  States:     Ind, ,  111. , 
Hicho,  Mo.,  iTelDr. ,  G-a« 

Cotton  Prices  Advanced  to  Hevj  Highs  Since  Iiid-~iq20 '  s  —  with  Middling  I5/16' 
averaging  27«S0(^  pound  April  ^...against  27.26,^  week  ea.rlier,  and  21,S3?J  year  ago 
,,, March  prrity  price  advanced  to  22o20r^.  (U/5/U6) 

XI.  S»  Allocates  ^,000  Metric  Tons  Spyljcan  Oil  to  S-pain  —  in  return  for 
sane  anount  olive  oil  iron  Spaino 

MI SCELLAISOUS  PHSSS  BHIEFS 

Advisory  Connittee  Heconnends  Restoring;  Pptash  Allocation  Control  —  to  help 
nect  food  production  goals,    Secomnends  nanufacturer  delivery  quotas  l>y  June  1,,, 
Sup"olies  61  thousand  tons  short. ,  .without  considering  Japanese  requirements, 
(CPAU/11/U6)  "  .  ■ 

Lum'ber  Bxnorts  for  2nd  Qran.rter  Triarned  20  Percent  ( 22^  Dovm  to  179. 2  Millior 
^oard  Peet)  —  fron  1st  quarter. ,  .Uo  percent  XJ,  S,  production  set-a.side  for  vet- 
erans' housing, .  .Less  than  2  percent  total  to  "be  exported  against  U,6  percent  pre- 
war... Before  vrar,  U.  S,  exported  nearly  tv/ice  as  much  as  irmorted. .  .How  reverse... 

In  'U5  imported  alDOut  2-^  tines  as  much  lum'ber  as  exported,   (CPA  li/Q/Iig) 

T'imTjer  Product  Price  Increase  Include :     average  increase  at  r.ill  level  of 
^3<'35.a'  thousand  on  hardwood  lum'ber  in  Southern  region,, ,  .Douglas  fir  and  hemlock, 

.  .^'^e stern  hemlock,  $2c .  .^'^e stern  pine,  $^,60  Also  increases  in  producers' 

f.o.lD.  car  or  'barge  ceilings  of  peeled  hardv/ood  and  peeled  pine  insula,tion  "bolts 
in  Ala,,  Miss.,  east  La.     (OPA  U/5/U6  and  k/l^/kG  for  insulation  l^olts) 

^'^ar  Surplus  Parm  Machinery  Only  DroD  in  ^uckot  —  only  $1,  20U,  39O  worth 
declared  surplus  since  October,  x^ith  Oxily  1  of  some  items,.. most  tractors  and 
triacks  too  large  for  farm  use. ,  .But  "vre  Tall  determine  quickly"  how  to  channel 
to  farmers  such  surplus  as  exists,  ('^AA  li/q/l|6) 

Retail  Price  Ceilings  on  85  Percent  of  All  Sausage  Products  Increased  —  1 
and  2^  pound.   (OPA  h/^/kS) 


.UULJl 

inrmr 


SlTCLOSIjlGS: 


Hoover  Reports 
J'ood  I'ats  and  Oils  Crisis 
Veterans  J'arin  Advice  ■ 
Joe  Beaver  Cartoon 

P,  S,    Anderson  tall^  to  eone  later. 
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From  the:  "  ^■'^ 
U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

IY\  THIS  ISSUE: 


April  19,  I9U6 


RADIO  SERVICE 
John  Baker,  Chief 


SI -aught  .:r  Control  Order  I>ac 

PkA  Centr^Jizes  Field  Administration 

No  L'^.rgor  Sugar  Rations  in  'U6 


Dairy  Price  Increases 

BA5  Situation  Report  Sui'maries 

National  U-H  Clu^  Camp  Juno  11-18 


SLATJGHTSR  GOrJTROL  0?T-SR  DU5 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  best  dope  we  can  get  is  that  USDA' s  order  (companion 
to  OPA' s)  on  slaughter  control  of  livestock  ^vill  "be  out  i'ionday  (22nd).     It  limits 
slaughter  on  cattle  and  calves,  and  hogs  on  "basis  19^^  slaughter. 

It  is  intended  not  to  reduce  slaughter  out  to  get  at  black  marl;eting. 

As  Secretary  Anderson  said,  "It  is  a  '  share-the-l? vestojch'  program." 

It  dows  not  restrict  farmers'   slaughter  for  .their  own  use. 

FSA  "VET"  LOAl-T  TALLY'  ,   '  • 

Farm  Security  gives  us  this  tally  on  its  loans'  to  veterans: 

DURLI^G-HARCH  TOTAL    TO  DATS 


Farm  Operating  Ownership 


Applications 
Approvals 


3.79^ 
2,U25 


3,22U 
183* 


Farm  Operating  D^^nership 

2i,7S9 


31,^13 
13.176 


702* 


Totaled:  $21,578,130  $5,^02,749 


*  Approvals  for  loans  for  ownership  arc  low  because  of  difficulty  of  finding 
farms  for  sale  at  reasonable  values. 

The  operating  loan  fig^jires  do  not  include  loans  ^ander  new  $15-raillion 
appropriation  made  about  three  weeks  ago.     This  is  expected  to  provide  operating 
loans  for  about  10  thousand  vet-f arm.ers. 
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NO  LARGER  SUG-.^  RATIOrJS  IN  '  U6  ,        ■  . 

Our  sugar  men  see  no  prospect  for  nore  su^ar  than  originally  counted  on  for 
this  year... keep  their  fingers  crossed  lest  unto^/ard  developments  such  as  had 
crops  leave  us  r;ith  less. 

Cuhan  negotiations  are  still  underway  with  new  proposals  fron  U.S.  a  week 

ago,  including  offer  to  huy  hoth  'U6  and  'Uy  crops.     No  reply  to  date.  3ut 
we're  gotting  sugar  under  interin  arrangenent ,  pending  completion  of  agreement.. 

Philippine  industry  knocked  out  during  v;ar  won't  he  exporting  until  prohahly 

'Ug...now  imports  fron  us. 

At  home,  looks  as  if  may  do  well  to  got  2Zi°  increase  in  :sugar  beets  o.gainst 
31^  asked  for.     But  still  trying  to  "boost  acreage  in  late  planting  hut  stated 
w.3'11  have  about  73  pounds  sugar  a  person,  against  100  pounds  pre-vrar.  - 

Prohahly  another  5~P0^d  st--mp  will  he  validated  for  home  canning,  making 
total  of  10  pounds.    At  present,  no  prospect  of  more. 

HO  HATCHBRY  C5D5R  IF  

The  April  I5  hatchery  report  indicates  that  adjustments  taking  place  in 

the  poultry  industry  may  avert  the  need  for  an  order  limiting  hatchings  subjec 

to  a  couple  .of  "if's". 

•  This  is  ^■'h-^t  the  report  shows,  in  terms  of  "more"  or  "less"  than  same  date 
or  period  in.  19^5.:  '  '         '    •  ' 


Tho  apparent  contradiction  in  r3duccd  hatchings  and  more  young  birds  on 

f^rms  reflects  opposing  trend'?  in  f ■'^.rm  poultry  flocks,  and  commerci'^1 

liroilor  flocks. 

The  drop  in  h-tchings  in  Jan-Feh-:.iqr .  was  due  to  weak  demand  for  broiler 
chicks  up  to  j:.pril  1.     But  -vith  broiler  prices  at  high  levols,  there's  very 
strong  demand  a.^^.in  for  broiler  chicks.     This  new  up-trend  is  a  "fly  in  the 
ointment"  in  poultry  adjustment  is  bjing  watched. 

In  contrast,   chick  buying  for  f ari.i  flocks  continued  high  early  in  the  seasc 
showing  up  in  the        more  chicks  -^,nd  young  chickens  on  farms  April  1  this  year 
than  last.     But  advance  bookings  on  April  vfere  down  30?^''  over  last  year.     If  thi: 

downward  trend  continues  and  if  poultrymen  cull  down  to  goals  a  hatchery 

order  may  not  be  necessary.     But,   so  far,  we've  had  only  about  normal  seasonal 

culling  NOT  the  1  out  of  3  birds  required  to  get  down  to  goals ..  .Poultrj^ 

flocks  arc  still  about  5O  million  birds  above  goals  with  about  half  of  those 

in  the  North  Central  Region,  and  the  South  next  with  9  million  above  goals. 


Hatchings  in  I'iarch  

Hatchings  for  Jan-?cb-Mar  .  

Eggs  in  incubators  .'.pril  1  

Advance  bookings  on  April  1   

Chicks,  youn.'-'c  chickens  on  farms  April  1 


3-76  loss 
3-'i  less 
2%  less 
J>Oi  less- 
D'6  more^ 


DASIY  PRIGS  IIIGPJSASSS 


Here's  a  oit  of  anplif ication  on  Office  of  Economic  Sta"bilization' s 
announcement  this  week  of  plan  to  "boost  ailk  production  get  more  "butter. 

OES,  you  recall,  announced  increased  su"bsid7  payment  up  to  July  1  and 

follo^ring  that,  either  another  suh sidy-payment  or  price  increase,  depending  on 
Congressional  action.    S.€gardless  of  iThich  way  it  comes,  this  is  the  story  in 
dollars  and  cents  increase  as  it  affects  the  dairy  fanner: 

Present  Payment  '  Payment  Starting  Payment?  Starting 
   i'ilay  1    July  1  

Milk  (per  cwt)               25-55^^  (depends  ^5-75^^  (depends           65-95.^  (depends 

on  area)  on  area)                        on  area) 

Butterfat  in  farm 

separated  cream                10^  15{^  20g^ 
(per  l"b . ) 

*  Or  equivalent  in  price  increase. 

USDA  will  have  press  release  middle  of  next  week  on  a'bove  pa;/rnents. 

The  first  aim  of  the  increases,  of  course,  is  to  get  more  milk  production 
USDA  dairy  people  think  the'  increases  will  "  oncourage  dairymen  to  improve  pasture^ 
put"  in  more  sunneT.  pasture  crops  such  as  Sudan  grass  and  perhaps  milk  more  cowg. 

The  second  aim  is  to  get  more  "butter.    USDA  men  think  the  higher  "butterfat 
payment  will  encourage  farmers  to  send  more  cream  t.o  the  creamery;  that,  plus 
revived  limitations  on  ice  cream  manufacture  and  prohi'bition  against  selling 
whipping  cream  will  result  in  more  "butter.     P-aj'"ments  will  "be  handled  in  sajiie 
way  as  at  present.  • 

P-SA  LENDS  TO  UTILITY  " COMPAIff  FOR  LIIJSS   -  -  " 

REA  has  lent  $6l2,500  to  a  private  utility  to  help  finance  a  transmission 
line  to  carrj?-  power  from  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  dam  at  Port  Peck,  liontana 
to  REA  co-ops  in  the  Dakotas  and  ilontana. 

The  co-ops  will  ."buy  power  at  wholesale  directly  from  the  Bureau  of 
Reclamation  at  5»5  mill  a  kw  hour  half  the  pr-?vailing  rate. 

The  private  utilities  company  will  "be  paid  "by.  the  Bureau  in  power  for 
delivering  energ^^  to  the  co-ops  over  its  lines. 

Power  from  the  Bonneville  dam  is'  oeing  distributed  under  much  the  same 

arrangem-nt  in  northern  Idaho,  Oregon,  '"Washington  except  that  the  lines  were 

not  financed  "by  REA. 
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PiviA  CEI'jraALIZES  FIELD  AI3i/iIinST5ATI0IJ  '  ■ 

"iJew  PI'iA  Adxiinistrator,   "BoId"  Shields  this- '^eek: announced  staff  changes  and 

directed  the  few'Pl'iA  action  agencies  in  the  field  not  so  operating  to  report  to 
County  and  Stite  Field  Service  Branch  offices-  rather  .than-  direct  to ■  T'ashington. 
Appointments  were  as  follows:    ,  ,  .      .  . 

Field  Service  Branch.  ...Director— Dave  Davidson-,  forraerly  director  of  State 
PMA  office  in  California  (succeeds        E.  Dodd,  now  Under  Secretary) .. .Associate 

Director  C.  B.  Hodges,  former  Assistant  Director  Texas  PIvi/l  office  (succeeds 

XJ.  G.  Finn,  who  goes  with  .D,  A.-Fitzgorald  in  PMA..*- s  Eequirenents  and  Allocations) . 

Cotton  Br.?.nch. .  w  Direct  or"— C.  D.  ITal.icor,  fornerly  Director  Southern  Division, 
J'SB*  (succeeds  Carl  C.  Farrington,  now  Assistant  Adrainistrator  of  Wili) . 

Grain  Branch. . .Director  L.  K.  Smith,  formerly  Director  Horth  Central 

Division,  FSB  (succeeds  Carl  C.  Farrington). 

Budget-M.qnr-.gemcnt  Branch.  .  .Director  Frank  Hoolley,  formerly  Assistant 

Director  (succeeds  J.  B.  Gilmer,  low  Piul  Deputy  Administrator) .. .Assistant 
Director  L.  C.  Holm,  formerly  with  USDA,  -rocgntly  rro'leased ' f rora  military 
(succeeds  "'■oolloy) .  - 

Fruit-Vegetahle  Brnnch.  .  .Director— S.  R.  Smith,  formerly  Associate  Director 
(succeeds  E.  a.  i/Ieyer,  now  RiA  .Assistant  Administrator-).- 


Federal  Crop  Insurance...... .Hanager- — Gus- Geisslar,  form.erly  Director  Vestern 

Division,  FSB  (succe.eds  Carl  bright  who  goes  with  Cotton  Branch). 

Southern- Division.  FSB..'.T.  R.'  Broodlove;  .former  Georgia  PLuV  Director. 

'Testern  Division, .  FSB,  . . Director— —L .  H-.  Nor-t on,  former  Kansas  Pi.ui  Director 
. . .  .iissistant-  Director^  Fred  D.  Entermille  of  Oregon,  now  in  I'estern  Division. 

Iforth  Central  Division,  FSB.  .. Director  Guy  Smith,  former  .assistant  Director. 

East  Central  Division,  FSB. . .Director- — JohnEast^  former  jicting  Director. . . 
Assistant  Director  ^Hohert  Reed,  former  acting  iissistant  Director. 

EEC  RECOi.i.iEIJDATIQHs  TO  1BJJi:d^ 

Yesterday  (the  iSth)  the  Famine  Emergency  Committee  made  public  its 
recommendations  to  President  Truman  to  intensify  the  famine  program  to  ..meet 
worsening  conditions  abroad.     ;  •  ■ 

_  The  Committee  said  the  SO-percent-f lour  extraction  plan,  and  voluntary  wheat 
saving,  will  not  save  enough ,  wheat ;  moreover,-  that  p^rt  of  savings  are  being, 
oifset.  by  increased  wheat  to  livestock. 


Field  Service  Br-^nch. 


Recoranended  for  furttier  action: 
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1.  Flour  Restrict  deliveries  to  millers  for  domestic  use  during  April, 

Liay,  June. .  .Provide  set-aside  order  requiring  all  of  grind  of  nillers 
above  proposed  linitation  in  doni-;stic  deliveries  be  set  aside  for 
G-overninent  purchase. 

2.  Corn  Increase  corn  ceilings  to  boost  corn  narketing  and  reduce  hog 

breeding  and  feeding.    No  off-setting  price  increases  for  poultry  or 
livestock,  except  dariy  products. 

3.  By-Product  Feeds  Increase  flaxseed  ceilings  to  discourage  excessive 

use  of  oilseed  meals  and  nill  feeds. 

U.    Poultry  Limit  hatchings  last  6  or  7  months  of  ' U6  if  chick  reductions 

not  adequa.te. 

5.  Fats  and  Oils  Closer  triz-jning  of  neat;  raise  set-aside  on  edible  fat 

and  talloT?;  buy  more  fatbacks  for  export;  more  shortening,  margarine, 
and  edible  oils  for  export  by  regulating  use. 

6.  Increase.  Grain  Production  This  yoar  Do  utmost  to  increase  acreage  of 

spring-sown  grains.    Have  CPA  establish  priority  for  materials  to  make 
vital  farm  machinery  and  parts,  and  for  containers  for  famine  relief 
exports. 

Bij:  SITUaTIOI-I  report  SITiurJiRIES 

Follov7ing  are  highlights  from  recent  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 
situation  reports: 

National  Food  Situation  Next  fen  months  of  19^6  compared  ^7ith  'U5:  More 

Xper  givilian)  of  meat,  fish,  poultry,  eggs,  fluid  nilk  and  crea;.i,  ice  cream,  and 
perhaps  cheese,  evaporated  milk,  fresh  fruit,  and  processed  vegetables... 


Less  butter,  margarine,   sugar. . .Abcut  same  other  fats  and  fresh  vegetables. 

Expect  food  e^qjorts  to  be  stepped  up  next  fe^  months.  .  .Vith  big  demand  for 
meat,  dairj^  products,  fe^ts,  sugar,  wheat,  uill  be  hard  to  meet  relief-export 
requirements  without  war-tine  restrictions. 

Demand  and  Price  Situtation  Business  activity  and  employment  near  v;artine 

peaks... All  nonwar  industries  able  to  hire  more  workers  as  thej''  became  available., 
employment  in  reconverting  industries  fell  off  le.ss  than  war-contract  cancellation 
...Unemployment  nay  increase  beyond  February  peak  of  2.7  nillion  but  will  be  much 
lower  than  expected. <. If  crops  good,  farmers  may  get  more  for  products  tris  year 
ths.n  last  but  higher  costs  may  leave  v,'ith  sane  not  income,  or  lower. 

"The  at  Situation  '"^orld  wheat  o>q)orts  first  half  of  '  U6  expected  to  fall 

about  50  percent  short  of  import-country  requir3ments  of  7S0  million  bushels. 
Southori 


v  "^i  c^Mv-L  1/  feuax  ui  ac^  million  ousnels  wouia  reaui.„  ^ 
wheat  eating  here  exporting  every  bushel  we  can  spare. 


-  6  - 


••  Poultry  and  Egg  Situation  Unless  feed  shortage  gets  more  acute,  farmers 

likelj'-'to  raise  j-lO-t  fewer  chickens  10-15^^  fewer  turkeys  in  '  U6  than'U5. 

In  Jehruary,  egg  production  per  hen  s^^t  recoi'd  for  12th,  consecutive  raonth. 

Dairy  Situation  19^6  nilk  production  will  he  helow- all-tino  high  of  lost 

year,  nainly  hecause  of  35^  fo^^er  cows  on  January  l...Cow  decline  in  'U5  equalled 
record   -rop  in  '3^-  drought ..  .with  decline  sharpest  in  .'"^est  Ilorth  Central  and 
South  Central  area. 

Livestock  and  t'ool  Situation—^- ' U6  Heat  production  prohahly  close  to  'U5 

high  with  Governrient  exports  at  least  i3qual  tO'  'U5...  .Hog  slaughter  rest  of  year 

likely  above  'U5  hut  at  lighter  weights. . .Cattle-calf  nunhers  January  1  only 

3fi  "below  '      ped'i:  with  "beef  cows  and  heifers  at  all-tine  high,  indicating 

large  slaughter  next  2  or  3  years. .  .Market  supplies  of  fed  cattle  late  sunr.ier  and 
f^ll  this  year  likely  below  last ..  .Fede rails'"  inspected  slaughter  of  'sheep-lambs 
junped  from  ,belo\7  .year  earlier  to  new  high  in  February,  but  beginning  x-.pril, 
lamb  slaughter  expected  to  drop  because  of  smallest  lanb  crop  in  nearly  20  years — • 
13/0  below  '!+5.  _       '  '  ■  .      .     ^  • 

^eed  Situation-  January-June  supplies  feed  grains  and  by-product  feeds 

about- 5/0  smaller  (per -animal  unit)  than  sane  'U5  period. .  .More  nay  be  fed  to 
livestock  up  to  July  .than  sane  months  last  year ...  Carry-overs  of  corn,  barley  will 
be  fairly  low,  but  oats  nay  be  lar^cost  on  recerd. .:. Output  of  by-product  feeds 

January-June  probably  10-15^  below  record  in  'U5  with  qut  nainly  in  \7hcat 

nill-feeds,  cottonseed  ca^^o  and  moal,  corn  gluten  feed  and  meal,  distillers'  driec 
grains.     So  far,  no  widespread  livestock  liquidation  because  of  feed  shortage. 

KEA  OBSERVE-S  117K  BIRTHDAY  '  '  '  ■ 

:         RSA  observes  its  11th  birthday  on  nay  11  pointing  to  1,U20,000  consuners 

in  kG  States  (•■11  but  Connecticut  nnd -Rhode  I sland) . .  .Now  adding  .20,000  a  month  

■  or  near  I'^kO  pealc.    This  year,  Congress  appropriated  it  most  money  in  REA' s  histo: 

BURLAP  Bags  short 

Burlap  bag  situation  bound  to  be  tight  at  best.     If  month-old  strike  in 
9  major  bag  plants. not  settled,  will  get  serious  quickly.    ;  • 

Other  contributing  factors  to  shortage:  '■  iriports  from  India  short. .of  demand., 
shortages  of  paper  and.  cotton  bagging,  requiring  use  of  some  burlap  for  export 
flour.  '  —  • 

Now  60  to  90  day  supply  of  burlap  bags'  on  hand. 

JJM  CHAPMAN  TAICES  HOE  IN  HAND   '  '  •;,  .  •    '      .  . . 

Following  our  spotlighting  of  ICDKA' s  victory  gardening  imder  new  RED  Martz, 
Jim  Chapman  gets  up  off  his  knees  from  rTAI^.i' s  garden  '  cross  the  fence. .  .bent 
back,  beaded  brow,  calloused  hands... to'  toll  us,   "i  started  26-woek.  garden  series 
April- b... 15  minutes  every  Saturday,  11:15  a.m."    Thanks,  Jin. 


HSvf  piblica::iohs 
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"'■■^ater  for  the  Modern  Farmstead"         is      pa-ge  reprint  from  HBA  iTews. »,  gives 

plan  (with  large  diagram)  for  farm  and  hone  v;ater  system^  (AIS  U^J-) 

"There's  S^it  One  '-^3.7  to  Do  the  Jo"b."           is  12— page  reprint  from  Soil  Conser- 
vation llagazine. gives  "background  on  needs,  methods,  progress  in  organized  pro- 
grams,discusses  planning  at  length.     (Soil  Conservation  Magazine,  13^^) 

"iiorld  Trends  in  I'^ajor  Oil  Crops"         saj's  Philippines,  r'etherlands  Sast 

Indies,  I^ala^^'^a,  and  I'vench,  British,  and  Belgirn  Central  and  '-'^est  Africa  are  areas 
of  greatest  potential  increase.  *  »Most  of  expansion  for  export  will  Tdb  in  tropical 
oils, ,  .Africa  and  Par  East  will  be  in  position  to  "buy  more  factory  goods  from 
U,  S,  and  Europe,  (62-pa,ge  3A3  report) 

"Punctional  Requirement s  in  Designin;;:  Dairy  Barns"         starts  off  with  the 

dairy  cow  aiid  lier  haljits,  location  of  dairj^  "barn,  and  systems  of  sta,"bling, ,  .pro- 
ceeds vdth  full  details,  of  stall-oarn  design,  and  millring-room  e/iid.  lounging-"barn 
con"bina.tion. . . goes  into  feed  storage,  silos,  water  supply  litter  disposal,  light- 
ing.    (Circular  ilo,  722.) 

"PQSsi"bilities  in  Coor)erative  Peed  Hilling  in  the  Southeastern  States"   

suggests  that  such  co-ops  in  S,  S.  would  provide  grain  nar]ceting  co-ops  of  I-id- 
'^est  sta"ble  market  for  large  volumes  of  feed  grains,  and  result  in  savings  for 
S,  E,  farmers, .  .Discusses  livestock  population  and- feed  sales  -  (with  county- "by— 
■  coujitj^  figures) .prices, .  .present  cooperative  distriaution, ,  .possioilities  of 
river  traffic,  etc.     (Parm  Credit  Administration  Special  Heport  i«o,  155*  30  pages) 

"Parmer  Jones'  Tim"ber  Crop"           is  largelj^  picture  story  of  determining 

trees  ready  to  cut,  marketing,  etc.    Highly  popularized,  pocket-size,  l6  pages, 
(AIS  35)  "  "    '         ,  ' 

OUH  lABi:  EDigpR  COLL^iAGUSS  TO  COroiTi; 

A  faint' cloud  of  dust  appears  to  "be  rising  over  the  horizon  as  our  farm 
paper  editor  colleagues  paw  the  ground,  prepa,ratory  to  striking  out  for  their 
"annui^-l"  at  '%shington,  Hay _  12,  I3,  1^. 

They're  to  spdnd  tv;o  days  o"b serving  re sea„rch" developments  at  "uSDA's  research 
center  ' at  near-'by  Seltsvllle,  Kp^ryland, 

The  nie^t  of  the  13th,  they  dine  at  the  Statler, . .  with  talks  "b^^  Secretary 
And.erson  and.  Comiierce  Secretary  V/alla.ce« 

Then  to  iTew  "^Tork  City  for  vidning  and  dining,  and  television  shows,  etc, 

Meeting  here  May  13-17  vill  'oe  the  S-teiision  Editor  Advisory  Coirittee, 

F,S.  on,  Cplijjn'bus  Heating 

Present  indications  are  that  there  vd.ll  "be  a  large  gathering  of  SPD's  at  the 
Colum'ous  meeting  (Hay  3-6)  of  Institute  for  Education  "by  Badio, 

Institute  officials  suggest  advance  registration  and  sent  preliuiixary  prog-raj's 
and  registration,   hlaaks  to  all  SPD's,  '  ■ 


U SPA  PRESS  BRIEF S 
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Cattle- on  Feed  for  Market  April  1  in  XI -Qorh  . -Belt  -States  Down  17^o  —  From  April  1, 
' 45. .Decrease  equivaLent  to  350 ,Q00.  head sharpe'st ''drop  on  record  except  after 

bad  droughts  in  early  '30' s  In  Colorado,  lOf©  more  cattle  in  feed  lots  than  last 

year"  on  iJanU&ry  1,  but  by  April  1  .fewer  than  a  year  earlier.  (4/12/46) 

Anderson  -^sks  3  Million  Colored  Victory  Gardeners — who  grew  thousands  of  tons  of 
food  during  thi  war,'  to  grow  gardens  to  help  release  food  for  hungry  peoples 
abroad.  (4/15/46)  .      ,    ■  ....  . 

International  Cotton  Advisory  Conunittee  to  Meet  In  Washington  May  7  —  "to  consider 
Study  G-roup's  report  completed  in  February,  et.q.     (4/18/46),  ; 

Irrigation  Water  Prospects  Range  from  More  Than  Ample  in  l^orthwestern — areas  to 
definitely  short  ih'.  some 'southwestern  loca^ities^     (4/1,7/46)  . 

Di'ied  Whole.:Egg  Buying  Increased  Fyom  45vto  57  Million'Pounds  — .  for  United 
Kingdom.  -(4/17/46)  .     ;       \  .,  ..  .    .  [ 

Here  Q-ypsy  Moth  (in  N.E.)  Can  Be  Completely  Controlled  Eventually  —  by  new  methods 
and  devices,,  ■described.  In.  6-^p.age  mimeo  report- of .  b.eginnlng  .  of  outdoor  control 
operations  for  '4.6.     (4./16/46-I.; /  .' ■  "   "  "  '      '  ,'         .       ■  " 

MlSCELLAJ}IEOU-$  BPjiSS  BRIEFS  :  -  ".  ..    .  .  •     /    '  ;   ■  '  ■ 

Railroads'  Fetiticn  to'-IGG^for  .25^  Freight  Rate' Increase       being  studi ed  by  CPA . 
(OPii  4/16/46)  •  "  ' 

Price  Control  Suspended  Indef  initely  on  Fresh,  Strawberries. t~ '  red  an d '  b lack 
raspberries,  dewberries,  blackberries.     OPA  prepared  to  reinstate  controls  ..if 
prices  rise  unduly.    Estimated  35-40/^  increase  in  '46  strawberry  crop  over '  '45 
will  tend  to  balance  supply  and  demand.  (OPA  4/ll/46). 

Increased  F.O.B.  Shipping  Point  Prices  for  Oranges,  Lemons,  Tangerines  —  granted 
to  reflect'  higher  prices  paid  by  farmers.  -  In  many  cases,  no  change  in  retail 
prices;  in  some,  may  be  up  to  1^  pound  i,ncrease,     (OPA  4/16/46). 

Timber  Product  Prices  Increased  as  Follow;    average  of  $4,50  a  thousand  ivM') 
in  mill  ceilings  for  western  red  cedar  lumber      ,      interim  discretionary  increase 
of  $7;50  a  thousand  in  m,anuf acturers'  ceilings  for  western  agricultural  shook 
urgently  needed  for  fruit  and  vegetable  containers,     (OJPA  4/12/46). 

HATIQLTAL  4-H  CLUB  CAMP  JUM  11-18 

The  JIational  4-H  Club  Camp  will  be  held  in  Washington  June  11-18.  This 
year,  the  slogan  is  "Know  Your  -Government"  ~  fitted  into  the  framework  of 
"Learning  to  Live  in  a  Changing  World." 

This  is  the  first  national  camp  since  1941,      Four- delegate's  from. -eaCl;  ■. 
State  • —  2  boys  and  2  girls  —  probably  will  have  been  selected  by  May  1, 
Get  details  from  State  Extension  Services. 

Enclosures:         '  ###### 
3ecreta,ry' s  speech  at  Boston, 
3    Press  Releases 
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This  '.Teek's  Food  Chrllange 

Si.;ns  Point-  to'  liachinsry  Sharin-^-  in  '  ^-^b 


Oiir  'i'iro  Hocordor  Recordings 
Bill  on  iiachinery  for  ^'"oter-^ns 


^issistant  Socr  itary  on  Conpuisory  Healtli  Insurance    Happenings  -on  FAO  Front 


The  ^'3ak  "brought  challenges  to  Araoricans  in  their  intentions  to  relieve 
hunger  and  starvr^tion  anong  their  feller  nen: 

TTheat  and  v/heat  product  exports  during  April  (-^hen  "7e  hoped  to  meiie  up 
sor.ie  of  previous  deficits)  are  running  the  lo--^est  for  any  nonth  this  year. 
21  ships  "booked  for  anticipated  shipments  had  to  "be  cancelled.  Exports 
April  1-20  ;-ero  Ub8,000  tons  IQS.OOO  short  of  goal. 

European  coiuntries  face  a  ne^  crisi.s  the  niddle  of  ^lay.  .  . Corroined  Food 

Soard  warns  that  rations  alre-dy  dorm  to  the  starvation  level  frill  have  to 

"be  cut  further. 

USDA'  3  April  1  report  on  vrheat  stocks  shows  339  nillion  "bushels  of  uheat 
in  storage. .  .Ic^er  than  expected. ..  the  lo^-^est  since  193^. 

Secretary  Ajiderson  said,   "There  is  no  cause  for  optimisn.     At  the  sas'ie 
time  there  is  no  cause  for  dismay. "...  "Fe  must  feed  sharply  less  T'heat  to 
livestock. .  .Fe  must  eat  less,    "e  must  "break  loose  every  single  available 
"bushel  of  '.7heat  in  any  storage  position.     The  Jo"b  still  can  ^03  done..." 

Anderson  (on  a  trip 'to  the  Spring  ^Theat  country  with  UlCRPji's  LaGuardia) 

thinks  rheat  saJes  ^Till  pick  u'c  ra"oidly  under  the  USEA's  offer  of  a  30^'  a 
Dushei  Donus  on  wheat  offered  to  the  G-overnnent  "by  "t'i«y  25. . .  .Heanwhile ,  USDA 
reported  enthusiastic  response  to  its  offer  of  a  30r  "bonus  on  50  million  hushels 
of  corn.     Some  of  the  "better  quality  corn  (along  with  oats)  ^ill  "be  shipped 
a"broad  to  help  make  up  our  deficit  on  wheat  exports;  none  of  the  corn  will 
"be  used  for  foad. 

Already,  there  is  feeling  ai'.iong  some  officials  here  that  it  will  take 
careful  planning  to  avoid  a  similar  crisis  next  year.     In  other  words, 
as  has  "been  previously  pointed  out,  relief  needs  are  expected  to  continue 
heavy  into  '47.    Fheat ,  fats  and  oils,  and  sugar  are  mentioned  as  foods  likely 
to  "be  especially  short. 


THIS  ""EEE'S  EOOE  CKAILEIIGE 
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SIG'JS  POUT  70  ivIACHINERY  SHARING  IN  '  U6 

'7ith  currant  developments  in  farm  machinery  in  the  direction  of  vrorsening 
rather  than  improvement,  it  looks  as  if  there  may  have  to  he  a  e;ood  deal  of 
machinery  sharing  this  year. 

Machinery  production  is  running  suhstant ially  behind  USDA' s  estimates  of 
minimum  needs.     And  no^^  comes  the  question  of  supplies.     Steel  supplies  are 
getting  tighter  "because  of  the  coal  strike.    The  coal  strike  of  coiirse,  came  * 
just  as  "steel"  was  "beginning  to  recover  from  its  onn  strike.    V'ith  steel  short, 
manufacturers  are  having  increasing  difficulty  meeting  operating  schedules. 

Repair  Parts  Output  Dovm 


During  much  of  the  '-rar-tine  pinch  on  machinery,  ^e  could  always  point 
to  fairly  adequate  supplies  of  repair  parts.     But  for  the  moment,  anyhov;, 
even  the  roppir  parts  situation  is  tight.     Repair  p'-^rt  production  started 
do^vn  in  January.     Larch  production  -/as  do^^n  roughly  20/6  helon  Fehruary 

this  year  roughly  ^Ofo  helon  February  USDA  is  getting  increasing  reports 

of  shortages  in  the  field. 

Tractor  production  is  running  ahout  a  third  "belo^7  the  monthly  output 
the  last  six  months  of  last  year. 

CHECK  Oil  -'aR  ASSETS  SURPLUS  ivIi.CHIiSRY 

'.7ar  Assets  has  instructed  its  regional  directors  to  make  every  effort 
to  release  surplus  machinery  for  food  production.     It  doesn't  look  as  if 
there  would  "be  too  much  from  that  source.    But  '.7AA  has  a  hi-weekly  sale  at 
each  of  12  regional  headquarters.     You  might  call  the  regional  directors 
each  time  to  see  if  there  is  any  farm  equipment  coming  up.     (For  list  of 
regional  directors,  see  our  Harch  29  letter,  P.S) 

A  CHRIST  I  A'N  HEART  BEATS  HERE 

One  highly  inspiring  example  in  sharing  i^ith  our  fello^-'  men  comes  from 
a  farmer  at  Bloomf ield,  Nebraska. 

Last  February,  Claude  Canaday  heard  a  broadcast  by  Secretary  iaiderson 
from  Sioux  City  on  food  needs  for  relief.     Following  th->t ,  he  offered  a 
thousand  bushels  of  corn  as  a  gift  for  relief  feeding.     He  explained 
that  his  income  during  the  vb.t  had  enabled  him  to  pay  off  his  debts;  he  said 
he  liked  to  see  his  ovrn  sons  eat  ••tgII  and  couldn't  bear  to  think  of  other 
peoples'   children  going  hungry. 

_^At  that  time,  the  Department  coiild  not  accept  gift  ^^'heat.     So  Canaday 
sold  his  corn  for  $1,030  donated  it  for  foreign  relief. 


You'll  probably  hear  more  about  Canaday  soon. 


MOES  FRUIT- VEG-ETAELE  TRADE  TITH  CAITAEA 


Horticultural  advisory  comLiittees  of  U.  S.  and  Canada  will  meet  in 
77ashington  liay  I6-I7,  to  study  recomriendations  to  their  respective  governments 
on  trade  agreement  to  increase  fruit  and  vegeta"ble  trade  across  the  "border.  .  . 
Commodities  concerned  include:     U.  S.  products  such  as  California  and  I'orth^Test 
fruits. .  .potatoes  from  Maine,  the  Dal-rotas  and  Iviinnesota  and  all  over... 
vegetahles  from  all  over;  Canadian  products  such  as  apples,  rutalDagas,  potatoes 
"bluelDerries ,   small  volume  of  vegetaDles. 

Aim:     Adjust  trade  restrictions  to  permit  seasonal  dovetailing  of  U.  S. 
and  Canadian  production,  and  to  encourage  "cross-lDorder "  as  against  "cross- 
country" trade;  in  other  words,  effect  transportation  savings. 

The  iviay  16-17  horticultural  meeting  is  preparatory  to  International 
Trade  Organization  meeting  (perhaps  in  Septem'ber)  to  negotiate  general  trade 
agreements  with  lU  co^jntries. 

ASSISTAl^TT  SECR'^T.-^uY  Oil  COivIFULSORY  EE^XTi:  Il'SURAl'CB 

At  yesterday's  (25th)  hearings  "before  a  Senate  Committee,  USDA's  Assistant 
Secretary  Charles  P.  Brannan  testified  that: 

A  single  national  plan  of  compulsory  health  insurance  supplemented 

with  general  tax  firnds  is  required  to  meet  raral  health  needs. 

Brannan  made  these  further  points: 

**'*In  19*-'-^,  the  most  ur"ban  State  spent  $2.92  a  person  for  relief  and 

welfare  the  most  rural  St^.te  only  2^:^ . .  .Eederal-State  aid  "based  on  per 

capita  income  will  assure  more  equal  health  opport^anities. 

♦**Big  cities  have  ^O^o  higher  hospitalization  rate  than  farm  areas... 
T7e  cannot  ignore  paradox  of  empty  hospital  "beds  i"n"  areas  Ti-wihg  lo-^.st  'nospital 
f  ocilities.  .  .Ee'^ith  Insurance  would -help- "bring  a"bout  full  use  of  facilities. 

***Earm  counties  struggle  along  with  1  doctor  to  3  "to  5  thousand  people, 
against  accepted  desira"ble  minimum  of  1  to  1  thousand.     Situation  getting 
worse.     Esalth  insurance  will  attract  doctors  "back  to  rural  communities. 

***3f^  of  income  for  health  services  as  suggested  in  Social  Security  "bill 
compares  -'ith  b.yfj  that  farm  families  spent  in  1941  for  quite  inadequate  servic 

Brannan  discussed  weaknesses  of  voluntary  health  insurance  trials: 
inadequate  participation,   ina"bility  of  low-income  families  ^ho  most  need 
medical  service  to  take  part.    He  added  that  Blue  Cross  and  medical  society 
plans  are  geared  to  city  incomes  and  adequate  hospital  facilities.     (see  enc.) 

FROM  STACEY  COLE'S  HEN-HOUSE  DOOR 

Our  little  questionnaire  a"bout  RED  status  "baffles  Stacey  Cole  of  '"^liiE 
^'lerjne,  N.H.)  into:     I'm  a  farmer,  -'ith  radio  as  a  ho"b"by — raise  a'oout  6,000 
"birds  a  year  (2200  layers) ..  .have  one  hired  man  so  do  a  "bit  of  manual  shoveling 
along  with  the  ver"bal .  .  .hroadcast  direct  from  my  farm  twice  daily  and  once  on 
Saturday. 

P.S.     Calls  his  farm,   "Rod  Crow  Farm."    iiayhe  just  a  Pliode  Island  Red 
taken  to  the  treeG. 


_  U  - 


JAY  &OULD:     SVERYTEIHG' S  PLATT5HED  DO-m 

Jay  Gould  of  noV.'O ,  Fort  T'ayne,  tells  us,  that  he  has  23  county  agents, 
11  home  "dems",   several  soil  conservationists,  foresters,  and  AAA  men  making 
transcriptions  regularly..."!  do  feel  --'e're  covering  the  ground  pretty  nell." 
If  anyone  spies  a  speck  of  hare  (unplattered)  ground,  let  Jay  kno\7. 

HECQFDIMGS  FROM  OUR  nilffi  HJ]COIlDERS 

The  other  day,  RFD  President  Plamheck  ooserved  that  George  German*  of 
T^NAX  at  YanKton,  S.  D.  ,  and  "'^allace  Kadderly  of  KGW  at  Portland,  Oregon,  are 
doing  more  ^^ive  recording  than  perhaps  any  other  RFD's.     From  V/allace's  report 
to  his  hoss  on  his  March  activities,  yjq  glean  that  he: 

Wire-recorded  6  hroadcasts  for  ^-H  Cluh  ^^eek  including  panel  discussion 

of  U-H  leaders.  ..  community  achievement  meeting... 2  intervie^TS  in  homes  of 
community  leaders ...  intervie^vs  in  hank  on  ho^-r  bank  aids  U-H,  etc. 

Wallace  also  ^vire-recorded  from  theater  stage  at  annual  Turkey  Day... 
official  opening  of  school  lunch  program. .. activities  of  Future  Homemakers  of 
America.  .  .from  farm  ^roodlots.  .  .Ee  spoke  of  plans  to  drop  in  for  rrire-recorded 
"across  the  desk"  conversations  with  county  farm  lahor  assistants. 

WILL  GOSFRZY  DO  A  "GODFREY"? 

If  the  co\7s  don't  get  milked  up  l'Te>7  York  City  v;ay  these  mornings,  prohablj 
the  milkers  are  wowed  on  the  floor  "before  the  family  radio,  listening  to 
WABC s  new  farm  program  maestroed  by  Art  Godfrey,   spell-binding  influence  these 
many  years  on  CBS's  Washington  Station,  WTOP,  Godfrey  "news-reported"  on 

National  F.arm  and  Home  Hour  wethinka  about  15  years  ago.     Meanvdaile,  he  has 

gone  urbane,   "big  city"  with  ties  to  the  soil  via  a  country  estate .. .Will 

Godfrey  now  do  a  "Godfrey"  for  the  farmer?    For  answer:     WABC  6:00-6:30  a.m.  . 
daily. 

"B IRTH  "  AiJNOUIJCEl'IEITT 

We're  glad  to  record  the  birth  3  months  since  of  "Virginia  Farm  Fair", 
over  WRNL  Richmond... 6  days  a  ^-eek. . .  5: 30-6 : 30  a.m.... Ira  L.  Hull  is  the  PJD. 

TRA^/EL  OUT  OF  WASHINGTOII 

At  Boston  May  6,  for  a  food  rally,  will  be  F.  L.  McDoug-^ll  Acting 

Director  General  of  FAO,   "daddy"  of  FAO  by  way  of  selling  Hot  Springs  conferonc 
to  the  late  "FDR"... An  Australian,  born  in  England. .. Good  speaker. .. Contact : 
Mrs.  Henry  Copley  Greene,  10  Longfellow  Park,  Cambridge,  Mass. 


*  See  our  March  29  letter,  page  3. 
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USM  PE5SS  BSISPS 

Heat  Production  Under  Federal  Inspection  on  ^'''"eek  Snded  ^iipril  20  

compared  v/ith.  same  week  in  '45:     Total:     17/j  lower ...  Cattle:     S9/j  lower... 
Sheep  and  lambs:     !/■=  higher.  .  .Hogs:     105«  higher.  (4/25/46) 

^■■age— ^d.1ustinent  Sub  sidy  Payments  to  I'. eat  Packers  who  increased  pay 

January  26-karch  10  "before  OP-4  price  increases  effective  (4/25/46). 

l9-;:6  Sugar  allocation  recommended  by  Combined  ?ood  Spard  with  11,809,000 

short  t'ns  expected  ax^ailable  in  '46  in  areas  in  CFB  sphere,  compared  with 
12,270,000  in  ' -iS ...  Increased  world  production  (mostly  in  Caribbean  area)  more 
than  offset  by  1,400,000  ton  reduction  in  world  stocks  in  '45  (4/24/46). 

jimended  Soybean  Order  Sxtend.s  Present  -"Regulations  to  '46  Crop  with 

restrictions  on  trade  inventories. .. and  rule  against  use  of  edible  soya 
products  in  feed  manufacture,  or  whole  or  gro'ond  beans  in  fertilizer  or  feed. 

(4/22/46) 

Almost  Comxilete  Hechanical  Revolution  in  Sugar  Beet  Planting  I>aring  ar  

with  30-90/^--'  of  '46  acreage  to  be  planted  vjith  single-seed  planters ...  and  most 
of  acreage  planted  v;ith  segmented  seed.  .  .Developments  result  of  cooperative 
work  of  US2a  engineers.  (4/22/46) 

Cotton  Srport  Sub  sidy  Continued  Thru  June  50.   '47  Program  started 

Ijovember  '44  v;ith  registered  export  sales  thru  -fipril  13,   '46  of  1,554,935 

bales.. .Sold  4^  below  domestic  price.  (4/25/46j 

--"p-p roves  Loans  of  Pi .  858 .000  to  9  Co-ops  in  9  States:     -nrk.  ,  ind.  , 
Minn .  .  .i-i sscuri  ,  I'^eb.,  i^orth  Carolina,  Okla.  ,  South  Dakota,  Texas. 

Colored  Yout h  at  Dinv/iddie  Training  School  (Va. )  Study  Electricity  

with  farmers  brirxging  electrical  appliances  to  school  for  repair.  (4/22/45) 

W.  Carroll  Hunter  i^Iamed  USDii  Solicit  or  succeeding  "Bob"  Shields  new  Ki_4 

.Administrator.  ..  x-iunter  with  USDji  legal  staff  since  '  53 ..  .-"Associate  Solicitor 
since  2-arch  '45... has  large  dairy  ^^ernsey)  farm  at  "hite -Hall ,  i-id. 

S.        Taror  .aDp-oint ed  Dairy  Branch  (Pi5--iJ  Director  succeeding  Tom  Stitts 

who  leaves  after  19  years  v/ith  Govt,  to  go  with  private  concern.  .. Tator  served 
15  years  as  -^^ederal  milk  administrator  at  Boston  and  Providence  (E.I.)  (4/24/46) 

9 -Member  Interstate  Poultry  Testing  Com.n:ittee  -ftp-pointed  to  study  pullorum 

control  on  poultry  shipped  interstate.     Hepresentatives  from  H.  D.  ,  xi.Y.  , 
Minn.,  I.e..,  Mo.,  Ind.,  Calif.,  l\.0.  (4/22/46) 

Dr.   Carl  Taeusch  of  BaS  C-o e s  to  Berlin  as  assistant  chief  of  Pood  and  --igrl. 

Branch  of  council  representing  "u.  S.  ,  Great  Britain,  Prance,  Russia.  ..  (4/25/46) 

U SPA  Pind.s  Sub  sidy  to  Iv .  Y .  Milk  Handlers  with  OSS  authorizing  l^t  increase 

in  retail  price  of  milk  to  compensate  for  removal  of  subsidy,  and  higher 
handling  costs.  (4/25/45) 
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MISCELLAI^OUS  P5E5S  BRIEFS 

U6 , 322  Acres  Surplus  Farm  Land  Sold  "by  Farrr  Credit  Up  to  April  1  "bringing 

$2, 155, 525  a;?ainst  cost  to  Government  of  3;3,6S6,0''0. .  .Thru  March  31 ,  282,071 
acres  classified  as  farn  or  forest  land  and  assigned  to  USDA  for  disposal... 
Former  ovners  (holding  third  priority  rights)  heavy  "buyers.     (TTAA  U/2U/U6) 

Freeze  Order  on  Cotton  Spindles  Producing  20i  of  Nat  ion's  Cotton  Yarn  

to  check  13/i  drop  in  sale  yarn  output  during  past  year.  .  .Also  set-aside  order 
to  stem  serious  diversion  of  yarn  avray  from  essential  clothing,  and  industrial 
and  AGRICTJLTUEAL  products.     (CPA  h/23/h6) 

T7ar  Assets  Instructs  Regional  Directors  to  Speed  Up  Disposal  of  Surplus 

Farn  Iviachinery  nhere  to  he  used  in  food  production.     (See  RFD  letter, 

i'/iarch  29,  page  3,  for  list  of  regional  directors)  (U/25/^'o) 

REGIONAL  PivIA  l-.'iFET  AT  CHICAGO  liAY  9- 10 

State  PkA  chairmen  and  2  others  from  each  State  will  confer  in  Chicago 

May  9~10  on  19^6  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  in  North  Central  region... 
at  Morrison  Hotel, 

EXTENSION  EDITORS  TO  DISCUSS  RADIO 

^hen  the  Extension  Editor  Advisory  Committee  meets  ^vith  USDA 
inf ormationists  in  Washington,  May  13-17.  they  i.7ill  give  their  views  on 
what  RFD's  want  from  State  Extension  and  USDA.     The  agenda  also  includes 
"Fee's  "Vievrpoints  on  Radio  Service  to  Rural  People" — -ras  presented  "by  FCC's 
Dallas  '7.  Smythe. .  .Also  scheduled  is  "V.Tiat  Research  Tells  Us  Ahout  the 
Effectiveness  of  Information  Media,"  "by  USDA  Extension  specialists. 

WHAT  TO  DO  ABOUT  COr^AII'IERS 

Supplies  of  containers  ("berry  "boxes,  hags,  whatnot)  are  hound  to  he 
tight  at  hest.     So  USDA  men  suggest  that  farmers: 

1,  Order  containers  now  so  manufacturers  and  dealers  will 
know  what  to  expect. 

2.  ITherever  possible,  get  return  of  containers  in  which  they 
deliver  products. 

No  occasion  for  scare  excess  buying,  hoarding. 

BILLION  iviACHIl'SRY  FOR  ^^TERAI^^S 

A  iDill  gassed  "by  Congress  and  now  on  the  President's  desk  would  increase 
the  numoer  o^  Government- surplus  crawler  tractors,  and  the  amount  of 
automotive  equipment  available  to  veterans.    Up  to  the  present,  a  good 
proportion  of  this  equipment  has  boon  going  to  Federal,  St^te,  and  county 
governments. 


\ 
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EATIOII  ST;^£PS 

0?A  sa;»'"s  th^-_t  on  iD.asis  of  April  23  report  of  CoalDined  5"'ood  Bo-^.rd  on  sugar 

supply,  it  expects  same  cons'Jjner  ration  of  5  pounds  of  sugar  each  U  nonths  can 
"be  maintained. 

This  is  the  stor^/  on  ration  stamps: 

Sugar  Stamp  39  •  Expires  April  30* 

Spare  Stamp  Ug  C-ood  for  5  IIds.  May  1-Aug.  31 

i^ext  Spare  St.amp.  "^ill  he  validated  Sept  1.   (if  present 

ration  maintained.) 

HAPP3NINGS  PIT  IstO  FROII? 

As  TTC  indicated  in  o'or  letters  of  March  29  (p. 2)  and  April  5  (p-^"^)  »  Food 
and  -T.griculture  Organization  set-up  and  plans  are  beginning  to  tal-ie  more 

definite  shape  vith  a  quickening  due  to  FAO's  expected  dehut  in  the  world 

food  crisis. 

Here  are  a  fev7  developments  in  hrief  review: 

May  20  Lieet  in  rashington 

Important  item  on  the  agenda  is  consideration  of  SALAI^'GE  SEEJ^T  on  world 
food.    BAS's  Oris  Veils  is  detailed  to  EAO  to  help  project  1939  report  into 

19^6-^7.     How  much  food  where?    How  much  various  coxmtries  eat  how  much  they 

need? 

FAO  will  h-aA''o  radio-press  contact  set-up;  e.g.,  to  help  any  s  who 

might  want  to  pick  up  delegates  via  recordings  or  live. 

Back  from  London 

US  da's  long-time  Yearhook  editor  and  research  information  coordinator  

G-ove  Hamhidge  who  now  heads  information  for  TAO ,  dropped  out  of  the  clouds 

yesterday  from  London.  Some  recommendations  of  general  interest  from,  the  Londo. 
FAO  committee  meet  (.just  concluded): 

World  Agricultural  Census  in  1950,  or  as  soon  after  as  feasible  

(The  first  such  census  was  talcen  in  the  '30' s  "by  the  Institute  of 
Agriculture  in  Home.) 

Annual  Balance  Shaet  of  food  and  agriculture  to  "be  contri'buted 

to  "by  all  countries  with  adequate  statistical  services. 

Arrange  for  extensive  world-wide  distribution  of  material  fro!n  USLA' s 
forthcoming  Year'book  covering  scientific  advances  in  agriculture  during 
war  period,  and  for  permanent  plan  for  exchange  of  pu"blications  on  food 
and  agriculture. 

U.S.  Organization  Progress 


President  Truman  asked  Secretary  Anderson  to  talce  leadership  in  setting  up 

an  Inter-Departmental  committee  to  coordinate  Government  policies  in  U.S. 
participation  in  TAO.     Such  cpmnittee^now  being  formed-; — and  ^xrpec.tea  to  me^t  i. 
Tiext  week  or  so,  preparatory  to  way  20  meeting.     British  and  jrTBnch  reportea 
m  process  of  setting  up  similar  FaO  committees.     The  President  also  suggested 

that  iuiderson  form  Citizens'  Advisory  Committee. 
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STILL  NO  HATCHERY  ORDER  IF  

A  special  hatchery  report  of  April  23  indicates  that  hatchings  the  first 
two  weeks  of  April  were  slightly  under  the  sairie  weeks  in 

IThat  we  said  in  our  April  I9  RED    letter  (p. 2)  still  holds. 

An  order  limiting  chick  hatchings  probahly  will  not  be  necessary  IE 
the  uresent  trends  in  hatchings  continue  and  IE  poultrymen  cull  down  to  goals.  «-" 

\\ 

As  to  hatchings,  note  that  the  EEC  recommends  to  the  President  (see  p. 5  / 
April  19  letter)  that;  „< 

Hatchings  the  last  6  or  7  raonths  of  the  year  ho  limited  if  chick 
reductions  not  adequate. 


The  following  gives  the  picture  of  hatchings  conp.^-'red  with  the  sane 
period  in  'U3: 


CEOGRilPHIC 

EGGS  SET 

CHICKS 

HATCHED 

CHICKS  BOOIZED  EOR  MAY 

DIVISIONS 

.IPRIL  1-15 

/^RIL  1 

-  15 

Ai^ID  JUl'IE  DELIVERY 

P  e  r  c 

e  n  t  a  g 

e        C  h 

a  n  g  e 

New  England 

-  g 

-10 

-38 

Mid  Atlantic 

-16 

-  8 

-57 

East  North  Central 

-  8 

-  8 

-55  ■ 

'-Test  North  Central 

-  6 

+  5 

-53 

South  Atlantic 

4-  2 

+11 

-15 

South  Central 

-  2 

-1-  2 

-67 

Mountain 

-12 

-10 

-73 

Pacific 

-13 

-  9 

-57 

Total  -7  ^  -  1 


P.S.  ON  SLAUGHTER  CONTROL 

A  hit  of  follow-up  on  slaughter  control  as  we  discussed  it  in  last  week's 
RED  letter  (p.l) : 

You  prohably  noted  the  announcei:icnt  that  cane  out  this  week  said  that 
slaughterers  may  kill  as  many  cattln  and  calves  a  month  as  they  did  in  the 

corresponding  month  in  'UU  but  restricted  hog  slaughter  to  SOf:  of  '  ^-U.  If 

you  rec-^^ll,  19^^  hog  slaughter  was  at  a  peak  because  of  peak  hog  production 

in  'i4-3.     The  present  80^  liriitation  on  hog  slaughter  corresponds  to  the  smaller 

hog  popul-^^tion  this  year  and  DOES  NOT  represent  any  reduction  in  total  hog 

slaughter. 

The  order  does  not  put  limitations  on  farmers  who  sell  no  more  than  6,000 
pounds  of  meat  a  year  from  their  own  livestock.     Those  who  exceed  that  amount 
come  under  OPa  control. 

P.S.  ENCLOSURE  No  enclosure  on  Brannan's  Testimony  (page 

ENCLOSURES: 

Joe  Beaver  Cartoon 

National  Homo  Demonstration  ^^eek  (Fact  Sheet  No.  3) 
VJliito  House    Fairdne  Broadcast 
Today's  Home  Builds  Tomorrow's  "'orld 
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